CHAPTER XI

PROPERTY IX LAND

BEFORE 1926 an infant was capable of holding a
legal estate in land, but by Section 1 (6) of the Law
of Property Act, 1925, it is provided that "a legal
estate is not capable of being held by an infant.5'
When an infant was capable of holding a legal
estate he could only convey it to a purchaser sub-
ject to Ms (the infant's) right to repudiate the
transaction when he became of age or within a
reasonable time thereafter. The onlv effective
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method of purchasing was (through the medium of
the Settled Land Act, 1882), from trustees ap-
pointed for the infant.

To bring into force the new law of property,
provision had therefore to be made for legal estates
then vested in infants, either as absolute owners,
or as tenants for life, or as executors or trustees.
It was accordingly provided that where the legal
estate was vested in an infant or infants in their
own right it became settled land, but in any case
of joint holders, one or more of whom was of full
age, then the legal estate vested in the person or
persons of full age alone. If an infant was entitled
under an intestacy, it was deemed to be settled land,
and the Letters of Administration were regarded
as a settlement and the administrators as trustees.

Where an infant wras solely entitled to the land,
or held the legal estate as tenant for life, such legal
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